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Note from the Editor 
 
This issue of EASTM is dedicated to the work of Prof. Ho Peng Yoke who not 
only has contributed so much to the study of the history of Chinese science, but 
has also rendered invaluable service for the promotion of our field. The editorial 
staff and editorial committee of EASTM join in presenting Prof. Ho best wishes 
for his eightieth birthday. May he remain in good health and spirits, and thus be 
allowed to continue his stimulating and profound work on astronomy, the art of 
numbers and divination, alchemy, as well as the wider aspects and ramifications 
of the history of science in China. 
Christopher Cullen from the Needham Research Institute acted as guest edi-
tor of this special issue and, moreover, wrote an introduction in this capacity. 
Furthermore we added a personal note from Nathan Sivin, University of Penn-
sylvania, about the personality of Prof. Ho, his congenial relationship with col-
leagues, as well as his tremendous scientific and academic endeavours and con-
tributions. Originally, the special issue for Prof. Ho was planed to contain six 
articles authored by Robin D. S. Yates, Yano Michio, Lisa Raphals, Chang Che-
chia, Bernhard Führer, and David Brown dealing with various aspects of the 
history of divination in China, Japan, India, Greece and Mesopotamia. Due to 
limitation of space, however, we had to distribute the articles of this Festschrift 
on two issues of EASTM. Thus, the two articles written by Bernard Führer and 
David Brown will be published in issue 25. In spite of this physical separation 
we are confident that the thematic and spiritual unity of this collection of fine 
articles is nonetheless preserved.  
As mentioned above, the next issue of EASTM (no. 25, 2006) will contain 
the two articles of Führer and Brown. In addition we will publish Dieter Kuhn’s 
(University of Würzburg) “Reflections on the State and Significance of East 
Asian History of Technology in the Present Time,” i.e. the revised version of a 
lecture, which he presented during the 11th International Conference on the 
History of Science in East Asia in Munich on August 15, 2005, and an article 
contributed by Peng Mu (University of Pennsylvania) on “The Doctor’s Body: 
Embodiment and Multiplicity of Chinese Medical Knowledge.” No. 26 (2006) 
will again be a special issue containing papers on “Global Science and Compara-
tive History: Jesuits, Science, and Philology in China and Europe, 1550-1850,” a 
workshop organized by Benjamin Elman in Princeton in 2002.  
As ever, I would like to thank my editorial staff, our consultants and lan-
guage revisers, and the anonymous referees and book reviewers for their unre-
lenting support and dedication. 
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